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A group of twenty-five Korean soldiers attached to the Kcbayasghi ( J‘dﬁ» )
Battalion of the Janmaness army were taken prisont- on Paramushiro (155338,
50-12) Island, in the Kuril Islands, by Soviet forces in Auvgust 1945. Wwith
several thousand other Japanese prisoners, they were sent to Nikolayevsk
(140-44, 53-08) in September 194L5. For over a year, seventy Koreans and
an unspecified number of Japonese worked ab a village aboul twenty kilow
meters north of Komsomolsk, laying water pipe into the suburbs and cutting
timber.

In October 1946, the Koreans were removed from the group and ordered %to re~
port to Khabarovek for repatriation. Upon arrival in Khabarovek, they wers
Placed with about four hundred Korean war prisoners from other localities

_(unswecified); the group increased to sbout seven hundred by October 1947.

They were billeted in the 22nd Prisoner of Ver Camp of the Sixteenth Dis-
triet, a former wvarehouse, and were emuloy«A in building wooden houses for
civilians, loading and unloading cargoes for the local consumers® union,

and making bricks. Because of the shortage of regular brick, a cinder block
construction material wes made in brick form, sbout eightesn by eight by
eight inches. The cinder bricks were rade by the Koreans and were used for
buildings under three stories and for civilian housing.

in October 1947, the seven hundred Koreans were sent to Glazkovskoye (134=
08. 43-05), south of Khabarovsk, and consigned to the 4ih Prisoner of War
Camp of the Sixteenth District. During the year October 1947 to October
1948, the grouvy increased to about 1,300 members. They were employed in
constructing buildings of wood and cinder block.

In October 1948, the entire group and other Koreans, about 2,500 altogether,
were sent Lo Nakhodka (132-57, 42-48). Most of the group were dispatched
from Nakhodka on 24 November 1948 to Hamhung (127-32, 39-54). Eighty-three
Koreans who were not repatriated were sent to Khor (134=57, 47-53), where
they worked at a timber mill until September 1949. They were returned to
Nakhedka and remained until 12 Cctcber 1949.
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On that date, the group wus taken from Nakhgdla to a large avmy post {name
unknown)® near the Soviet-XKorean border, an overnight trip by *rain. On

the journey they taiked with many Soviet officers and soldiers who spoke

«f serving in North Korea, From the army town to the Korean border, the
Soreans were driven in three American-~made Studebaker army tru-ks under the
command of a Soviet lieutenant colonel with yellow shoulder beards. The

trip took about twe hours, over a dirt rosd about seven meters wide, which
did not pass through any towns or farms but kept te an anparently uninhabited
area.

it the border, there was a bridge guarded by Scviet soldiers on one side and
Yerean on the other.® Here the Koreans were turned over by a Soviet majer
and second lieutenant to a North Kerean ileutenant csolonel whz was chiel of
the Public Security Bureau at Unggl (13020, 42-20). After crossing the
bridge, the renatriates were sent to Unggi; they saw no Soviet personnel
there, After two days, they were transferred £a Chongjin (129-49, hl~i4b),
where they arrived 15 October 1949.

7:t Chengjin, the repatriates were given political indoctrinatisn training
tor twe hours daily by members of the North Korean labor Party in the
Chongjin headquarters. Ten natives of Hamgyong Province were sent of f
geparately on 27 Oztober; the remainder of the group were transferred tn
Pyongyang. Of the twenty-three persons in the group who were from South
Korea, fifteen were sent home; the other eight desided to remain temporarily
in ths north. On 28 and 29 Ostober, the remaining persons werz divided

inte groups of five and placed in separate hotels. At midnight on 29 Catober,
cne ~f the five was taken alane to the Publin Security Bureau ~f the.
Ministry of Interior, tuice interrogated about his attitude towards
Communism and his perscnal ideclogy, and given polibical instruction. He
was forced to sign the following statement:

"Far unification of the People's Republiz of Korea, the following is ordered:

Yy Organize guerrilla troops and encourage them in South Karea.

o2 Tf takep inte the South Kerean army, stir up trouble.

7. Try tr get werk in South Kerean ports and obtain informaticr on ships
coming in and out and cargeoes being lsaded and unloaded.

L. Refuse to speak nn the Ssuth Kerean radic even if ordered by the
government there.

5. Report to the 38th Paraile! between 1 and 10 March 1950 and ask the
guards on the Nerth Korean side for acsess to the head of the Public
Secnrity Bureau at the burder. Recognition code, for e . § in per-
son, i ‘Father Nuvher 26, ' Mt

After receiving these instructions, the eight South Koreans were taken to
the border on 1 November 1949 near Tesong (126=28, 37~56) and returned to
South Korea.

IComment . |this teown wag the end of a railway line
and possibly an army division headquarters. | |the troops

there belonged to a mechanized force, since wost of the soldiers observed
in the teown wore oile and dirt-stained fatignes.
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gketchily described thot nmositive indentiiiention is Alfficult. If
the groun entered North Korea directly from Soviet terrltory, however,
they probably crossed the Tumen River aear Sosura (130-35, L2215} and
vroceeded by road to Ungsi.
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